
Monteagle Sunday School Assembly Minutes of the 

Board of Trustees 

November 22, 2014 

The meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Monteagle Sunday School 

Assembly was called to order by President Kent Ballow in Harton Hall at 

9:00 a.m. on November 22, 2014. 

Lisa Hammett opened the meeting with prayer. 

Ellie Billington, secretary, called roll. 

Members present: F. Smith B. Moody, N. Kunkel, K. Ballow, E. Billington, 

A. Spickard, M.E. Lovell, S. Smith, L. Price, B. Cox, J. Sisson, L. Hammett, 

A. Ewing, M. Merrill and via phone: C. Trahan. 

Members absent: B. Watson, D. Pilcher, A. Worthen B. Monfore J. 

Humphreys A. Williams, C. Hudgins and H. Haney, 

General Manager Scott Parrish was in attendance. 

The October 4, 2014 minutes were approved under the condition with the 

correction being made that “last names” should be used in all board minutes. 

Presidents Comments: 

Kent Ballow opened the meeting by thanking Laine Price for hosting the 

Friday evening board social. Ballow updated the board concerning surgeries 

for Judith Humphreys and Virginia Curry, and the passing of  Clay Miller.  

Ballow read a letter from Walter Pulliam giving an update on Julia and him. 

Ballow, on behalf of the MSSA board and the MSSA landscaping committee 

presented to Ron and John Buffington the “ Martha Cates Buffington plaque” 

which states that a resolution was passed by the MSSA board and the 

landscaping committee signifying that the annual spring planting day be 

named the “Marty Buffington Planting Day”. The Buffingtons accepted the 

plaque and spoke a few words of thanks. 

General Manger’s Report:  

Scott Parrish reported the housing manager, Ruth Patterson Jacob’s, last 

work day was November 21
st
. He noted that she did an exceptional job, 



bringing professionalism to the position and that she will be missed. Parrish 

hopes to have someone in place for the job soon.  

Parrish shared that all went reasonably well during Homecoming weekend.  

Parrish reported that the entrance gate has been rebuilt and electricity and 

painting are next and that Christ Presbyterian Church’s insurance did pay for 

the full damage.  

The fence along North Central will begin to be erected after Thanksgiving. 

Leaves on public land are picked up first before leaseholds. 

Auditorium renovation is moving along. Floors are done, seats soon to be 

installed, permanent 4 square painted in front. The project will continue with 

the annual fund support.  

Parrish asked for two alcohol approvals: 

J. Sisson moved that on May 23, 2015, the Congdon/Harts wedding be 

approved to allow alcohol. The motion was passed unanimously. 

J. Sisson moved that on May 29, 2015(Harton Hall) and May 30, 2015 

(gym) the Ballow/Webb be approved to allow alcohol. The motion passed 

unanimously. 

Treasurer’s Report:  

Scott Parrish gave the finance report for B. Monfore since he was not in 

attendance. Parrish stated that all should have received the year end financial 

statement. He asked that all review on their own and feel free to ask 

questions at a future date.  

Committee Reports: 

 

ARC: John Sisson reads: 

1. The ARC recommends that the board of Trustees approve the motion to 

accept the porch deck footprint change to Barnes Cottage #7 which involves 

the addition of a wooden porch on the Rear Elevation of the cottage as well 

as the replacement of three windows on the North elevation with three 

double hung 4/4 windows that are true divided light. See the attached public 

notice for photos. 



 

Since there is a footprint change, property must make a recommendation, as 

well. 

 

Property committee recommends that the board of trustees approve the 

motion to accept the proposed footprint change to cottage No. 7 

 

The recommendation by ARC and Property was approved unanimously. 

 

 

2. The ARC recommends that the board of Trustees approve the motion to 

accept the footprint change to Pratt cottage #85 which involves a 30 sf 

addition to the existing East Elevation and the removal of a small shed on 

the same elevation. See the attached public notice for photos and plans. The 

cottage already exceeds the 1/3 rule, however the committee feels this 

change will basically swap bad square footage for a better looking and 

functioning cottage. 

 

Since there is a footprint change, property must make a recommendation, as 

well. 

 

 

Property committee recommends that the board of trustees approve the 

motion to accept the proposed footprint change to cottage No. 85. 

 

 

The recommendation by ARC and Property was approved unanimously. 

 

 

3. The ARC recommends that the board of Trustees approve the motion to 

accept the footprint change to cottage #156 which involves the addition 388 

sf of a bedroom and bathroom and a 85 sf screened porch to the West 

Elevation of the cottage. The final plans will need to be reviewed by the 

ARC at its meeting in February. This motion is to allow the cottage to 

exceed the 1/3 rule only. The vote by the committee was unanimous to allow 

this change because the cottage is inherently very small at only 950 sf and 

the addition would exceed the 1/3 rule by 156 sf. The lot is extremely large 

and the addition would not impact the cottages contributing status.  See the 

attached public notice for plans. 

 



Since there is a footprint change, property must make a recommendation, as 

well. 

 

 

Property committee recommends that the board of trustees approve the 

motion to accept the proposed footprint changes to cottage 156 (Robin Hill) 

 

The motion passed with all in favor and one abstention (C. Trahan) 

 

For informational and discussion purposes (no vote required): 

 

The ARC recommends denial of the footprint change to Eyster cottage #49 

which involves the addition of a chimney on the North side of the cottage. 

The ARC feels that these changes will alter the look and proportion of a 

contributing structure.  See the attached public notice for photos and 

drawings.  

 

 

The ARC recommends denial of the footprint change to Hudgins Cottage 

#67 which involves the addition of a chimney to the North side of the 

cottage. The ARC that attaching a freestanding chimney to an open porch is 

historically inappropriate. See the attached public notice for drawings. 

 

 

The ARC recommends denial of the footprint change to Watson cottage #82 

which involves the addition of a permanent stone patio on the East Elevation 

of the cottage. The ARC feels that the size and proportion of the proposed 

patio is inappropriate for the neighborhood.  See the attached public notice 

for a drawing. 

 

N. Kunkel stated he supports and respects ARC, but also aware that if a 

cottage owner wants to invest, we should do everything we can to be 

respectful and helpful to make that happen. More discussion ensued on what 

ARC does offer, etc. 

F. Smith commended ARC for their hard work and made the suggestion that 

it might be helpful for other committees to walk alongside ARC, for 

example, landscaping co.  

 

 

 

Property: 



 

1. Property committee moves to authorize the general manager to replace the 

Nashville House roof with a new metal roof at an approximate cost of 

$25,000 using CCF funds. $21,000 for the metal roof and $4,000 for wood 

replacement and flashing modifications. 

 

The motion was passed unanimously. 

 

2. Property committee moves to authorize the general manager to contract to 

repaint the Ministerial Cottage at an approximate cost of $14,500 using CCF 

funds. (Screens to be repaired and repainted using Ministerial Cottage 

Funds.) 

 

The motion was passed unanimously. 

 

3. Property committee moves to authorize the general manager to engage a 

professional to determine the feasibility of a conference room and to prepare 

preliminary conceptual drawings if deemed advisable. Approximate cost to 

be $2500 using CCF funds.  

 

(Informational only, no vote needed, but there was discussion about 

possible uses, space ideas, etc.) 

 

 

 

Membership:  

F. Smith presented these three people for second readings for membership: 

1. Linda Newman Elder 

Motion passed unanimously 

2. Shirley B. Stansell 

Motion passed unanimously 

3. Philip D. Krebs 

Motion passed unanimously. 

Lease Assignments: 



1. B. Moody moved that the MSSA board approve the lease assignment by 

which Marilyn B. Marbury assigns unto Lynwood Marbury a 49% 

undivided interest in cottage # 98 effective October 1, 2014. The leasehold 

shall be in favor of Lynwood Marbury, 100% divided interest. 

Motion passed unanimously. 

2. Spickard moved that the MSSA board terminate the lease for cottage #165, 

Bettie Hill, effective December 15, 2014. 

The motion passed unanimously. 

3. A. Spickard moved that the MSSA board issue a 99 year lease for 

Cottage #165 to Shirley B. Stansell (100 % undivided interest) effective 

December 15, 2014. 

The motion passed unanimously. 

4. M. Merrill moved that the MSSA board terminate the lease for cottage 

#156, Thomas M. Trabue, Jr. Evelyne Trabue, and Julia T. Owen,, 

effective December 15, 2014. 

The motion passed unanimously. 

5. M. Merrill moved that the MSSA board issue a 99 year lease for Cottage 

#156 to Catherine Ferris Trahan (100 % undivided interest) effective 

December 15, 2014. 

The motion passed unanimously. 

Parrish commented that Linda Elder had been assigned a 50% interest in the 

leasehold in 1988, but had not completed the membership requirement until 

this meeting. 

The Elizabeth Nesbitt Krebs trust was assigned to Phil Krebs on July 30, 

2010, but P. Krebs needed membership. 

Long Range Planning: Kent stated that the final documents from A. 

Coulter should have been received by the board. The document is unedited 

and the co. will meet to streamline and approve the plan. S. Smith 

commented that the “purpose” should be written in this document.  

Caucus recommendations: 

K. Ewing stated that the board review these recommendations at the Feb. 



board meeting. (Attached to the minutes) 

 

 

 

Unfinished Business: 

None 

New Business: 

B. Cox stated that the Property Co. is working on placing security cameras at 

the gate. 

K. Ballow read a recommendation from E. Frith concerning allowing some 

flexibility on our alcohol policy during the season. (attached) K. Ballow 

reminded the board that there is no urgency concerning this proposal and it 

was agreed that it would be a good idea to talk with caucus members. A. 

Ewing and F. Smith will draft a document for the board to review which 

could then be sent out to the caucuses by S. Smith concerning the subject to 

allow for feedback. 

Note: The alcohol policy is in the rules and regulations and would require a 

reading and a vote to be changed. 

President Ballow adjourned the meeting at 11:15 a.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ellie Billington, Secretary 

MSSA Board of Trustees Meeting Dates: 

February 21, 2015  

May 23, 2015 

June 20, 2015  

July 11, 2015  

July 24, 2015  



July 25, 2015 

 


